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ANGLO-ASIAN INTERCOURSE 


AND 


MONARCHICAL SETTLEMENT OF BRITISH 
NORTH AMERICA. 


* Westward the course of Empire takes its way, 
The first four acts already past, 
The filth shall close the drama with the day, 
Time's nol lest offepring is his last.” 
Risner Bera acey. 


Ix the Jocknat or Exewenstat Locomotion, so far back as 
March 1833, Sir Richard Broun first drew attention to the impor- 
tant subject of opening direct elemental intercourse between Europe 
and Asia by way of the British North American possessions, and 
planting monarchical colonies upon the vacant crown lands along the 
line. After adverting to the magnificent prospects which such an 
entirely goms viaptct between Great Britain and the Oriental 
World unfolds to view ; to the circumstance that the town of Nootka, 
on the Sound of that name, is likely in time to become as large as 
Londen, as the trade between it and 200 millions of the Asiatic 
rave would be wonderfully great ; and to the conclusion, warranted 
by the mere statistics of the case, that the route of a prodigious 
commerce across the regions stretching from the serriated shores 
of Puget Sound to the waters of the great lnkes of Canada, would 
oon inundate them with a vast population, Christian temples, cot- 
tazes rich in domestic comfort, towns boasting the best gifts of civil- 
wation, and settlements rising rapidly into centres of -knowledge 
eud power; he thus observed :-— 


“That the enterprise—tTHE JUNCTION OF THE ATLANTIC AND 
“Pacific BY ELEMENTAL MFANS—is a mighty cre is without 
“doubt; but a mighty result is to accrue, and mi hty means can 
“be brought to operate it—The physical energies of the two 
“most promising nations of the New world, together with the 
“wralth and power of their common parent, the greatest of the 
“Old. ‘To such a coalition what is impossible? Over and above the 
“advantages just glanced at, this route mects the only difficulty 
“in Mr. Seward’s plan (steam navigation with India by the Cape 
“of Good Hope) viz., that arising from the want of fuel—a 
" ditivulty indeed which affects neither its possibility nor its ex- 
“peliency, but one, notwithstanding, which could only be over- 
_ceme by immense labour and expenditure. Upon this magnifi- 
_ fest line of march, which may a made the means of diffusing 
“tence and religion, with their attendant blessings, over the 
vest populuus empires in the globe—besides creating sEW 
£8 in its way—God, as if in provision fur such an event, 
"has beueficently laid up, at points nearly gg age tmex- 
haustible supple of the material required. In the islands of 


Great Britain, Cape Breton, and Japan, coal abounds 
“sibly it ma be discovered in Formoen, and upon the tenet, 
Saas ane Mi nelerpetians ane ee 
“ greatest a . im t 
“this Ling abridge the discomfort and enn fo hea 
tee 


“squeamish eye can find no resting place, a third of the Way 
thousand v; 


“will be short indeed in this—as well as in other projects moved 
“by us—over which the Posterity who shall reap the adv 

“ contemplated, will have to pour the sympathy of the detractive 
“ retlection— O forlunati nimium st fantum norint !"™ 


Subsequent to the date of this article, in March 1833, Sir Richard 
Broun presented a memorial to Earl Grey. then Prime Minister, 
and wrote two phiets, suggesting a government consolidation 
of the internal Elemental Transit of the country, and making the 
conveyance of persons, letters, and goods, a joint source of revenue 
to the Statc—whereby taxes and poor-rates would be reduced, food 
cheapened, manual labour increased, and capital distributed. In 
1835 he organised THs Cextrat Acaicrttura. Society or Gamat 
Buttars anp Ingtanp, the most comprehensive institution ever 
established in the United kingdom for the i nee reareene 
ment of British Agriculture, and the ion of cheep of 
home growth. And in the year following, 1836, he commenced 
these proceedings for the revival of Scottish Baronet mghts and 
Beottiah Baronet duties in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick which 
are now in progress towards a judicial issue. 


On the threshold of the first development of the vast project which 
this Syxopsis is written to promote, the labours of Sir Richard 
Broun in the cause of the systematic colonisation of the vacant 
crown lands in North America, drew from a noble English Baronet 
now no more these encouraging observations :-—‘ Yours is a grand. 
“s glorious project. Its influence extends over a vast space both in 
“the old world and in the new. It must affect the destinies of 
“ hundreds of thousands of human beings, not only now but for ages 
“yet tocome. It is agiant labour. bringing care, anxiety, and toil ; 


. “ but an ardent mind like yours will be cheered on its onward course 


by the high feeling which the consciousness of a great duty per- 
“ formed, and the bright gleam of hope that ultimate success will 
*“ erown your indomitable efforts cannot fail to bring.” Whilst it 
will be recollected that an American statesman, long since . 
predicting the im ce that would one day be attached to the 
yunction of the Atlantic and Pacifie Oceans, thus wrote —" On 
“broad grounds this work has been well characterised as the 
“ mightiest event in favour of the peaceful intercourse of nations 
“which the B gay circumstances of the globe present to the 
“ enterpri man. The whole world is interested in this work. 
“I would not speak of it with sectional, even national feeling ; but 
“if Europe is indifferent, it would be glory surpassing the conquest 
“of kingdoms to make this greatest enterprise ever attempted by 
“ human force entirely our own.” 


When Stephens penned these remarks, igation and 
cheap wdenuies bol aes en. Neither did he contemplate a2 


overland route by elemental means sorces the North Americsn 
Coatinent the construction of which would not only provide a 
Wosips Hiemwat, oe, states aa! — at eack 
footatep its course. amarnag ralway 

S to Sir Richard Broun in the of 1844 On 


2, 


orth of 3 ovember in that year a Commitice of the Baronucts 


Scotland and Nova Scotia was empowered by a general on 
take all the steps needful to make good the chartered rights 


skFs 


Order to two million and a half acres of the vacant soil im 
roral province of New Scotland as anciently bounded; and 
advance this end—one which alike cuncerns the , the pros- 


opulence. 
peruy. and peace of the mother country and the colony—he orgi- 


proceeding 
Quebec, Bith power afierwards progressively to extend the same 
aestuard to the Pacific Ocean, form branches, and purchase and 
uaprove lands upoa the line. 


This scheme Sir Richard ect out in a prexpecius which ke sub- 
mitica im January, ists, tu various gentiemen im the City of 
Leadon ; and be also sent it to Dr. Thomas Relph, late Emigration 
Agent for the Government of Canada, with a leiter requesting to 
hase his opinion as to the practicability of the ing. In 
reply to this communication, on the 2Zed of January, 1845, Dr. Rolps 
wrote to Sir Hichard as follows :—* I return to you, as you desire, 
“the very able pectas which you hare drawn up; and caly 
“wish there hed been as mach practicability in pursuing the project 
“ae you hare evinced ability in deeigming it. There are, however. 
~L consider, insuperable diffculties in Ube coestructiva of such 
*rwlrved as you speak of, from climate as well as from mouatains. 
* Ie the intermediate distance between Lake Superior aad Nootka 
“ Sound there is an extent of country subject to several months of 
“gevere winter; whilet between the Lake of the Woods and the 
“Rocky Mountains the surface is very irregular.” 


Whilst proseceting farther inquiries upon the subject, Sir Richard 
Broun observed in the Times journal uf the 23rd of 1345, a pe- 


railroad from the westera shore of Lake Kane to the aavigable part 
of the Colombia River and tne Oregon territury. to become the 
future medium of the Americo- Kun trade with China. Three 
monthe later, whilst orcuped with the same matter, be received a 
note from Mr. William Bridges (who afterwards acted as secretary 
tu the moe = a the Bith of ae it had 
“curred to him that the present was a very farou upportunity 
for forming @ nucleus to carry out his (Nir W's.) Nova Scoun objecia 
¥ means of a railway, and offering to assist m getting the requisite 
Uy influence. And ten dave afterwards, Sir Richard received a 
serond letter from hie friend Dr. Rolph, dated, 6 July, 1845, as 
follows :—" A few months since you wrote to me as to the wa. 
"bility and expediency of cunstructing a railroed, which by Peasmieng 
7 Brough, connecting out extensive valuable possessions ia 
- Brash North America, might, at the eume time, ensure our mar- 
ae and commercial supremacy, by uniting the waters of the 
Aulantic and the Pacific Oceans. It them orcurred to me that the 


** Lake Nicaragua and the Isthmus of Panama 
* formidable, and a great deal less desirable 
* the conjoint colonisation of the great, superb, 
“* the Oregon, which could be rendered an i 
‘“‘ national work, would be fraught with 
** over- ew hasty hundred 
“ ing through the Uni tates territory to 
so ae Occen: and hata I iedivet thet i 


Since the date of Dr. Rolph’s letier neariy ten eventful years 
have passed—ten years within which time upwards of two witines 
of our people have crossed the Atlantic Ocean—and the foliowing 
is a brief summary of occurrences as regards that ion of this 
great scheme that lies between Halifax and \ iL. After 


Broun, Captain F. W. Hamilton, Sir K-lward Hoare, G. E. L. Per- 
rott, Eaq., Mr. Valentine and Mr. Bridges, as a at board. 
presented Memorials to the Prime Minister Sir wt Peel, and 
to the Governors of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Canada, set- 
" ting forth the vast importance of the undertaking ia ite various ss- 
pects, social commerrial and political, and asking for it Govern- 
ment countenance and support ;—3. A Joint Cowraxy was 
registered by them as Promoters, under the Act 7 & 8 Vict. c. 11th 
to carry out the design as an Angio-Canadian or imperial measare : 
—8, Interviews, by ion, was bad by them with the Colvanil 
Minister, and promises of ministerial aid and encouragement werr 
obtained ;—4. Committees of Correspondesce and (o-cperation 
were mised at Halifax, St. John, and Quebec, — ube 
most influential gentlemen in the three colonies i 

Pledges of every su within the power of the Provincial Exece- 
tives were received by Sir Ri Broun and his assoriates, im 
anewer to their Memorials, from their Exccllencics Sir William 
~ M'‘B. Colebrooke, Viscount Falkland, and Lord Metcalfe—the 
latter stating that “the Governor-(ienvral in Council had given to 
“ the Memorial that degree of consideration which the vast import- 
** ance of the subject merits : that it was an undertaking well worthy 
“ of the countenance of the Canadian (sovernment and of the 


** of that and the nei myst hahaa provinces; and that the Me- 
** morialists might upon Government for whaterer ic 
* tion and aid it might be consistent to render, and where the rail- 
“ road might pass the unconceded lands of the Crows, * 
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“im the brain of statesmen. Everybody wants 
= Eeor Cinque eihin Wit ceveeees of wohe opiate arte 
. pressure of public opini , 
ening teaek e las pucmbason ie weak ee 
“ i ween ¢ i on tnd 

“ States of Mexico on the south.” The writer wr 
state that the prevailing opinion then was that a 
be formed, wi power to raise 100,000,000 dollars (the estimated cost 


“over it adie ingle’ setae Che Sethamin to nk hen Ccornie 
“at 200 dollars per = Sone mee movers a lanes ot Bow 


So much from this authority: but further back on the 27th of 
March, 1861, an article a in the New York Tribune, which, 
after adverting to Mr. Whitney's idee as one of a raster and more 

iring enterprise than the political and industrial world had ever 


“way could here be constructed with comparative cheapness, 

“would open up a region abounding in valuable timber and other 
“natural products, and admirably suited to the growth of grain 
“and grazing. Having its Atlantic sea-port at Halifax, and its 
* Pacific depdt near Vancouver's Island, it would inevitably draw 
* to it the commerce of Europe, Asia, and the United States. Thus 
British America, from a mere colonial dependency, would assume 
“a controlling rank in the world; to her other natione would be 
“tmbutory ; and in vain would the United States attempt to be her 
“rival, for we could never dispute with her the possession of the 
. commerce, or the power which it confers. But the matter 
“reaches beyond the suggestions of national interest, and has s 
“wider scope than the mere sentiment of patrictiem. We had 
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8%. To , in consideration of separate grants 
the dios of takers assessments upon the cial ton slong 


United Kingdom, according to the precedent set by James 


, t 
in 1612, when he vested the tation of the - 

Ulster in the twelve principal Liv Companion of the City pr 
Loadon ; pears | ev seanisigahtey im the mother country 
would, instead of work night asylums, soup ki | 


ee a ae armen or keeping alive and 
nourishing pauperism, bave a vent patrimony —generation 
after generation—for the rising youth of Ser Hy whom 
no profitable employment is to be found at home. 

4 To exercise all leasing, banking, mining, shipping, fishing, 
trading, and other powers necessary for settling the vacant 
lands acquired by the Company, and making their natural 
resources available. 


The amazing progress of events in Great Britain and Ireland 
during the last ten years—within which limited space of time the 
following figures, viz. :— 


ant bariznd by 
Beeston Acts passed. aed Learns. 
1844-5 48 £21,454,607 
eS cae noe 122 60), 408, 452 
1846-7 270 131,713,208 
1847-8 iva PS 3 FS E 
1848-0 BS 14,820,471 
1849-0 3b 3,155,032 
1860-1 ee a ee 4,115,632 
1851-2 61 ¥,553, 27% 
1862-3 51 4 
1853-4 ME ak Se 15,3)7 @rR 


illustrate the progress of the Railway System at home—reader 
it unnecessary to enter into any vw at a ment in support 
of what is above thrown out as seeds for public thought on this 
enterprise, between this time and the next meeting of Parliament. 
It ought to sutlice that Great Britain and her noble and sul 
attached offspring the provinces of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, 
and Canada—cm ically our home colonies, and shortly, let 
us trust, to be the trapeatlantic half of the British monarvhy— 
have offered to them the alternative either of doing this great work 
now, or of allowing, by their joint supincness and common want of 
foresight, a jealous rival to out a counter-project which may 
supersede it altogether. or at least postpone it for an indefinite 


For the prompt and successful accomplishment, however. of 
Sir Richard Broun's vast scheme—which combines the creation 
of a Human Pority as well as the making of a trunk railwas- 
something in addition to the formation of a Joint Stock Companys 
is required. Why is colonization in the nineteenth century not 

ified as it was by the wisdom and patriotiem of Kings and 
CaPinets in the carly part of the seventeenth century, and raised to 
be a national institute? Her Majesty has the other day confertd 
baronetcies upon two Canadian gentlemen. Why does, not the 
Queen confer baronetcics upon two hundred Canadian gentlemen. 
with grants of land and privileges, legialative and otherwise, similar 
to those bestowed by James I. and Charles I. on the Scottish bare- 
nets? Ayain, why is the hereditary Viceroyalty of New Scottax? 
not revived in the person of the senior co-heir of Sir William Alex 


years to ecttle 
of the 


means 
ord im the 440 which had since the of # 
esord in years elapacd —— 


as is the mission of our race—that namely of founding 
new Kealms in the humanities of Christianity, of patnotiem, and 
industry—sho wouk! ether postpone the domg of such things or 
leave them unarcomplhisbed + 


Phos — Marx Tarxe ree from — ia Nowa 
Scotia, to Fort Langley or some adjacent m New Caledcoam, 
soaks Setibasthonc cal a te aan eee 
will av £5 00 per mile, the whole expenee im round 
would be £15,000,000—of which two-thi — a 


notes. The following figures show the distaace, arerage 
time of transit, and extimated coset -— 
Miles, Hoar, Cost. 
Free Halifax to Queber er es &9 25 £3, 175,00 
« Qachee to Fort Wilkes it a oon 
. Fort Witham te the Pacific 13 52 SSR.oAN 
Tita. eet on, oe 1s £13,385, 


_ As however railway communication from the Atlantic to Quebec 
9 Bow open, and the middie distance from Quebec to Fort William 
can be accomplished. ed interim, by means of steare-boats, Uke 1300 
miles between the Great Lakes and Vancouver's Island ie all that 
newds to be constructed for the time being. This liak alone has an 
Asie population of two hundred millions at the one end of it, and 
the other three millions of British subj aad about four mil- 
tows of Americans on the borders of the Great Lakes. 


_ Now by employing convict labour, and by attracting from the 
United States thove poor hewers of wood and drawers of water who 
*e reluctantly gone thither from the Britinh [xiunds since Nir 
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Richard Broun first dev his scheme in i 
following emigra sen anda, ies w= OGG, on aliown by the 


Years. To our Colonies. To the 
ma. ae |. lam 
1846 43,439 
1847 109,680 1421 
1848 31,065 Sacpets 
1649 41,367 . 219,450 
1850 32,961 223,078 
1851 42,605 267,357 
1852 32,873 214,261 
1863 34,522 230,885 
ee 400,315 1,656,195 


the whole of this t work may be accomplished sithi 
space of five years from the date of teraling up i first sod. pi 
sipultaneously with it may be founded a Caxtest City in Red 
River Settlement—where already there ws the nucleus of a com. 
munity of about 10,000 souls—with other towns slong the line. 
whither, in addition to such settlers as the grandeur and magnitud. 
of the enterprise will certainly attract from both Europe and Asia, 
ear after year may be drafted from all the infant schools, the Nab. 
th achools, and the industrial schools in England, Scotland, ire. 
land, and Wales, such genermrus youth aa shall prove for colonisation 
purposes * the aslt of the earth.” instead of roffen ared, in that virgia 
soil, which ie destined in futurity to be the theatre of events and 
agencies which will etercize the nightiest contr d fur good of ev)! 
over the lattcr ages of mankind. 


Apart from all the moral considerations in the matier—ithe rom. 
bined claims of humanity, patrotiom, and dutt urging the instant 
nm of a project thick would enable cur wildernces pseressins 
between Halifax and Fort Langley to outstrip all the interven ng 
stages of natnmal — ry | opr at cure, pre calla, into im. 
portance, populatwm, and power—tet it be remembered that if the 
emigrants to the United States ormce Sir Rernani Reon Grot pro 
pounded ia January 1645 the tee of ditert ruleey comments. 
thon with Acw acres North Amervra. tovk with them only oo ema!) 
8 ewm on the average ae (10) cach. thie country has therebs bu: 
= some IG S61 2a) Whilet puting the same valor the 
t awd ssnewe of coach cm, rant, 2 a cokmisng machiar, that ‘he 
New York Herald duwe, vis.. (400i ddlags, in thee ear the mare oe! 
wealth hae been depmvieted to the estomt of 1.656 15.888 bo cer 
of £331, $47 188) stert-ng 


Agrin. during that time tho baat ten prore- foe Wieghinmd +; 
tution, for Krone relief in Teeland, tor Poeertes. tee Bane os 
Sats and private almegiving, wo hate expended faliy Cleetenes st 
‘urther, within that period, Brotwh agnculture eas deprecated 1 
one year, by the anrretncted impertatom of forciga gram. ty the o# 
culated amount of Cyeiswnisun), whilet sithin on dace eal of oot 
shores in New Bennewick alone—the future granary of the mehr 
comntey——we have 1 68m08m) acters of ving land lying este ot 
unpeopled, with the reperte of Profeasor Johnston on our tebe 
showing that the sal of that province pemiuecs acre, am the 
average. 17) bushele of wbeat and 914 bushels of potatecs, whilst 
the corresponding yreld in the state of New York. with all ite wi. 
vanced processce of hushendry, ia only 14 bushels at the former eed 
99 buehela of the latter! 
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+ is already seven years since his late Excellency Sir Johan 
Pes thus soi relative to Sir Richard apt? aia on open- 
ing the Legislative Assembly of Nova Scotia :—“ period at, and 
“ the circumstances under, which we meet afford me the opportu- 
“ pity of recommending to your continued attention an un l 
+ second in its importance to none that has ever engaged the notice 
«of any Colonial Legislature in any portion of the British domi- 
“nions. I allude to the proposed Railway between Halifax and 
“ Quebec, which will constitute a most important link in thst great 
“ pi of communication which is destined, at no remote period, to 
connect the Atlantic with the Pacific Ocean, and to conduct to a 
“ British sea port, from those into which it is now forced, that vast 
“ stream of trade not of our western possessions alune. but of the 
“ rich and extensive wheat and grain-growing districts of ail Central 


* America.” 


seeing then, as the revenue retarns show, that since 1845 our 
trade with Europe, Egypt, &c., has increased only to the extent of 
£192,285 per annum, whilst durin the same period the increase 
to our Colones and to the United States ex £33,000,000 per 
annum ; knowing the insidious policy that lurks under a railway 
~mmunication between Canada and the Atlantic, of which Port. 
iand in the State of Maine, instead of Hahfax in Nova Scotia, 
sisil be the sea-board terminus; anu considering that the New 
Yuck Herald w July last made the positive announcement that 
despatches from the Russian Government had arrived, offering to 
the Uusted States the whole of the Russian territory in North 
(merca: with the knowledge also that all the railways and great 
pabhe works in the United States have been constructed by means 
-f foreigu—i. ¢.. [xisa—labour; that within three years the 
diecorery of gold in California, the Americans on the Pacific 
coast thirty-eeven Ocean steamers, and thirteen ordinary steam 
teeecis, showing an te of 34,986 tons; that the mines in 
Mevco and Australia (which in five years’ space caused an augmen- 
iatne of £85.000,00) im the precious metals) are neither so extensive 
wee useful sources of national wealth as are the salmon, cod, 
berring. ecal, whale, and other Fismeuias of the North Peeific 
‘town that the Amenmcan commercial capital afloat on the four 
ervet lakes is even now estimated at £1GCOQ("W: that Ocean 
19881 oats cam be cometracted capable of carrying 200 pas- 
wag Te from (relway to Halifax in 53 days. at cabin fares of £10 
pre heel, intermediate ditto, £3; and that all anolbgent writers 
sme the eenmg fortunes of natioas, whether they tourrste, 
‘~e mape. men of acwrace, or men of the world, are of opinia, 

SF BOULD NOCRIGQN 4 HOPE OF A BRIGHTER FUTTRE, WE 
Rae Pa Ng te hi AXD LOOK STILL WesrwaeD;” let us 
bg Y wremg that our gracious Sovereign, on opening 
Sa Seon of Partiemen t, will comeider the time bas ar 
rind when (0 wee the language of a colonial writer). ~ this 
_Ihg04 shall be beld to stand mo longer a topic for 

 MARtOS © sordid calculation, seeing it isvolves the coa- 


went 12 Nova Snuue New Brunswick, and Camade are to ete- 
Ren we Moxaccmica. of are to deecend and racy sag 
~ pete ey tbe outlay affect either Uke sober j of wee Me. 
~ Fat, Minasters on the ome hand, o¢ of our aad 
other? It ie to secure to the former sovereignty im 
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THE SUBJECT OF SIR RICHARD BROUN'S PROJECT. 


i. 
Halifax and Quebec Railway, 
SITH (UOPTES OF MEMORIALS, CORBESFPORDEKCE, REPORTS, 
NOTICES, ETC. 
Leadon: K Wrusox, Real Euchengs. 1845. 
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Sestiand in the Western Hemisphere. 
Lends: T. Satxpene, Charing Cres. 1858. 


41. 
Gritish and American Intercourse; 
LETTER TO THE EARL OF DERBY, PRIME MINISTER. 
lemon: T. Sarxenen, Charing Crem. 2558. 


iv. 


Tare Adtreece: on Golemimation in Bora Bootin 
and Hew Bruaswiek. 
legos. 1053. “he 
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